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RICHARD C. BOWERS IS
NEW UM PRESIDENT
HELENA-Dr. Richard C. Bowers has been named president of the University of Montana in
Missoula, it was announced at noon today in Helena.
Dr. Lawrence Ko Pettit, Montana's Commissioner of Higher Education, and Ted James,
chairman of the Board of Regents, announced at the noon recess of the Board of Regents'
meeting that the regents had voted to approve the nomination made by a presidential
selection committee.
Bowers, who becomes the 13th president of the University wi I I assume his duties July

'
15, succeeding Robert T. Pantzer, who has resigned effective June 30 after almost eight
years as UM president.

Bowers was selected from a field of more than 270 applicants by

the selection committee composed of faculty, staff, students, administrators and alumni of
the University of Montana.
Commissioner Pettit said that so far as he can determine this is the first time in
Montana that representatives of campus groups had been given ful I participation on a
presidential selection committee.

Members of the committee, Pettit said, worked hundreds

of hours, most Iy on weekends, and trave Ied thousands of mi Ies, many of them at great
personal sacrifice, in service to the University and the state.
"Their efforts have resulted in the selection of an outstanding man to head the
University," he said.
-MORE-

NEW PRESIDENT--2
Bowers wi I I come to the University of Montana from Northern I I linois University, a
multi-purpose university with four col leges and a graduate school and a student population
of about 20,000 in De Kalb, where he presently serves as provost, vice president and
professor of chemistry.

As provost, he is chief academic officer of the University and

has overal I responsibility for many other university activities, including computer
services, admissions and records and the library.

He also represents Northern I I I inois

University to the I I linois Board of Regents, the Board of Higher Education of the State
of I I I inois and the State Legislature.
Prior to being named vice president and provost in 1969, Bowers served as the Dean
of the Col lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Northern I I I inois University from 1965-69.
Bowers was Director of Chemical Laboratories and associate chairman of the Department
of Chemistry at Northwestern University in Evanston, I I 1., from 1963-65, where he had
taught since 1954.
From 1953-54, he was an instructor of chemistry at the University of Minnesota.
Bowers, who is 46, is a member of the Board of Regents of Loras Col lege in Dubuque,
Iowa, and a consultant-examiner for the North Central Association.

He was a member of

the General Chemistry Panel of the Advisory Counci I on Col lege Chemistry in 1962-63.
In 1963, he participated in the American Chemical Society Lecture Tour, and from
1961-64, he participated in Visiting Scientists to the High Schools, a National Science
Foundation Sponsored National Program.
He was a member of the Subcommittee for Graduate Level Analytical Examination of the
American Chemical Society Examinations Committee from 1959-69, and chairman of the
subcommittee from 1964-69.

He was chairman of the Symposium on Educational Trends in

Analytical Chemistry in Atlantic City, N.J., in 1959.
Bowers received his B.S. degree in chemistry at the University of Michigan in 1948
and his Ph.D. in chemistry at the University of Minnesota in 1953.

He has published

numerous professional papers and has been the recipient of two National Science
Foundation grants.
He married Florence Olsen in 1950 and has three children •
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